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all that is admired in it, than when the divine compat- 
ſion to the nations was manifeſted. The Roman power 
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cloſing with them, in 


them with greater dexterity, than theſe men do, in order 
to evade and oppole the revelation of divine grace. From 
theſe two quotations we have a lively view of their dex- 
terity this way. In the preſent caſe we are given to 
underſtand, that divine grace was ſtretched beyond its 
natural extent, to an extraordinary height. 
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caſes, men would do well to expect only 
cy. For as the eminent whom |] 
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* world. And if we could do fo, it is not certain, that 
„% we ſhould behave ourſelves toward him fo well as the 
222 and make fo very good an end of fo 

% very bad a life.” 

The popular preachers could not have choſen a more 
proper to ſhew their real ſentiments, than within 
view of the very croſs of Chriſt, and the tranſactions 
that happened there. The appearance of divine 

ing contempt on all boaſted human worth, is 
— that it is no wonder to find them 
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we have time to mention. The popular doctrine, then, 
however plain and natural fome parts may dem, will 
not lead us far ſtraight forward ; and no fooner does it 
oblige us to turn the firit corner, than it leads us into 
darkneſs and contulion. 

We mult then either grope in the dark, along with 
the popular doctrine, or we muſt follow the ſcripture, 


them ; — that all who believe the —— find in it a 
righteoulnels ſufficient to recommend them to the divine 
favour, at all events, whether they live or die, without 
ſeeing the leaſt difference betwixt themſelves and any 
dying maletaQor. 

To eaſe the popular preachers of any further trouble 


* An author, who himſelf knew no better cure for a guilty con- 
ſcience than pious reſo/ves has however written ſome lives, which I 
think may be pertiacatly quoted here. 
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reſt trials. This is the proper point of view at which 
finful men come to the knowledge of the true God. 


And thus he beheld the grace which relieved him to be 
exceeding abundant. After giving a liſt of franers, unho- 
ly, ce er rank, wm he pots Sc. he lets us 
i he points to the gracious 
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Wa may now proceed to take notice of the capital 
abſurdity of the popular doctrine. T dns 16 rake 
the New Teſtament backwards. It fets before us the 
ſeveral effects or fruits of faith, or rather certain bh 
— eee. ena the Brad emer ae; 
and then prompts us to work our way to faith, by firſt 
attaining or feeling theſe eſſects. Hence it is, that we 
have ſo many treatiſes deſcribing to us the previous ſteps 
neceſſary to be taken in order to converſion. Long and 

indeed is the path which they preſcribe to us, 
So that, while men continue obſequious hearers of this 
doctrine, they may indeed be ever learning, but they 
ſhall never be able to come to the Knowledge of the 
truth. The writers of theſe treatiſes do in one reſpect 
often reſemble the writers of romances *®. The latter, 
when, after various difficulties, they have at length gat 
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I muſt frankly acknowledge, that 1 look upon 
fort of writings as much more hurtful to mankind than the laſt. 
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cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpi · 
rit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God; and thus to 
give all diligence to the full aſſurance of hope unto the 
end, or to make their calling and election fure. In theſe 
intereſting matters the far greater part of the apoſtolic 
w:itings is occupied. 

1 he popular preachers reverſe the apoſtolic method: 
they ply their hearers with the various exbortations by 
which the apoſtles nouriſhed and couſirmed the faith of 
' belie-2is. And thus they would animate men to work 
out their own juſtification before God, by diligently fol- 
lowing after righteouſnels. And then, what elſe can 
the faith be which they are thus wrought up to, but 
the perſuaſion, that they are much more ri and 
u orthy of the divine favour than others? 

I know ſome people are ready to . that this breach 
of order is of no great moment; t it matters not 
whether faith or works take place firſt, provided a con- 
nection in any ſhape be ſtill maintained betwixt them. 


But theſe are people who have ſeldom or never thought 


frriouſly on the matter, and who content themſel ves 
with ſounds inſtead of things. For it is evident, that 
the order of the apoſtolic doctrine cannot be broken 
without worſhipping another God, yea and meaning 
quite other thiugs than they did by all the facred words 
of the goſpel. 


Tux popular preachers are not inſenſible, that the 
abſurdity would appear too glaring, ſhould they direct - 
ly oppole the apoltolic order : therefore, inſtead of plain- 
ly eſtabliſhing the reverſe, they chuſe rather to throw the 
apoſtolic order mto 
{ as the cheat may not readily be diſcerned. For they 
always do their buſineis moſt ſucceſsfully in the dark.— 
They fo confound the diſtinction betwixt faith and love, 
that it is difficult to fay what fixed uniform notion they 
have of either. In words they agree with the ap 
in maintaining, that men are juſtified by faith, and not 
by love: but then, when they come to explain them- 
ſelves, they hold it neceſſary, that love firſt perform its 
office before faith is at liberty to make its concluſion. 


„and cover it with miſt, - 
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ceſſity of love i that would be too flat: we &þ - wy 
fit on the neceſlicy of __ 1 
hugings, and every thing t gs to love, but its 
name. For both as to faith and love, we ſhall 
1 the popular doctrine is all deceitful circumlo- 
cution from the one end to the other. Therefore I am 
willing to think, that Mr E. Erſkine forgot himſelf a 
little, when he faid, ** What is faith, but love truſting 
s and confiding in the beloved object“? becauſe it is 
very ſeldom that fuch preachers betray themſclves fo 
inly. 
. ˙ of faying we are juſtified by 
ought elſe but farth, they commonly divide faith into as 
many different aQts or motions as will ſerve all their pur 
poſes. Hence we hear of the various acts of faith, direct 
and reflex. Hence the faith of reliance, aſſiance, aſſu- 
rance, the act of flying, and the act of truſting, a be- 
lieving application, appropriation, &c. Mr Boſton, | 
think, divides ſaving faith into four acts. And others 
again chuſe to aſſure us, that one fingle act of faith is 
ſufficient to ſave our fouls for ever ; but then that ſingle 
act muſt be properly qualified. In the ſame view many 
epithets are given to faith; as a true, fincere, lively, 
manly, generous, trium t faith, Sc. Here I am 
K that Aſpaſio had carried his 
av to the terms and phraſeology of the popular 
doctrine much farther than he has done. The dialogues 
are far from being ſufficiently purged of them. 

It would be tedious to take particular notice of all 
theſe forms of expreſſion. But one thing in the al 
may be freely ſaid, that where the faith y to 
juſtification is deſcribed, every epithet, word, name, or 
phraſe, prefixed or fubjoined to FaiTH, not meant as 
deſcriptive of the truth believed, but of fome good mo- 
tion, difpoſition, or exerciſe of the human foul about it, 
is intended, and really ferves, inſtead of clearing our 
way, to blindfold and decoy us; to impoſe upon us, 
and make us take braſs for gold, and chaff for wheat; 
to lead us to eſtabliſh our own, in oppoſttion to the di- 


* In a ſermon, intitled, Gad is love. 
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I vine - even while our mouths and our ears 
f are filled with high words about the latter.— 
In vain ſhall we conſult catechiſms, confeſſions, and. o- 


tion here. Theſe are framed by the wiſdom of the 


doctrine the fame queſtion 
to tell you a long-wiaded 
to becume a better man than 
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Tas preachers do indeed admit fomethi 
MF, notion of believing into a corner 
their account of faith, under the title of he afſent of 
faich. But then it lies in ſo remote and fo dark a corner, 
as ſcarcely to be ſeen. And if it be at all thought of, 
it is made little or no account of : yea, it is often mark- 
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«< and willingneſs to fave all that come to him, will 
« not do the buſineſs : no ; devils and reyrobates may, 
« and do actually believe it. There mu therefore of 
«© neceſſity be a perſuaſion and belief of , with par- 
« ticular application thereof unto a man's own foul.” 
The doubt faith he complains of, is tit which ad- 
mits of a doubt concerning one's own tate. Now, a 


faith ; and he exhorts others, about whom he obſerved 
the ſureſt tokens of their being true Chrittians, to give all 
diligence to remove every doubt concerning their: ſtate; 
plainly intimating, that they could nut warrantably be 
aſſured of their ſtate by any exerciſes of mind, 
without the fruits of faith, or the ſelſ· denied works of 
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that whatever he ſpeaks with his mouth, he does 
his heart believe the goſpel, becauſe he puts no 
it. Paul directs Timothy to give the following 
to ſuch rich men as profeſſed to believe the go- 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
nor in uncertain riches, but in the li- 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy : that 
that the; be rich in good ready to dijtri- 
willing to communicate ; laying up in flore for them- 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, that they 
lay bold on eternal life. From this, aud many like paſſa- 
we may eaſily fee what the ſcripture means by truſt- 
relying, leaning, waiting, cleaving to, laying hold 
and many other expreiſions, which our 
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tions. Aud our author is ready to maintain, that * as 
** to revelation, there is not one ſingle text, but what 
«© agrees with our natural notions.” | 

Here one may be ready to inquire, What do the ene- 
mies of the atonement mean by their natural notions ? 
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that no man can be eminently virtuous without divine 
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© place of free juſtification by God's grace, through the 
„ redemption that is in Chriſt's blood, much infiſted on 
by the reformers againſt the Roman church, even as 
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gut however different this be from the doctrine of 
Arminius, concerning electing and converting grace 


« himſelf to be, and in what he did, either by the ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance of God's common grace, or by the 
« efficacious operation of his ſpecial grace working all 
in him irreſiſtibly. How oppoſite to this is the pu- 
© blican's way of coming before God, finding nothing 
«© about himſelf but what makes him the object of the 
divine abhorrence, and having no better thing to ſay 
22 than that he is a and fo a meet ob- 

je& for the divine mercy and grace, juſtifying freely 
he had than x ties n 
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ends thus > © Now, therefore, though I be ſomewbat 
4 z and if} 
Theron likewiſe complains to the 


4 draw the defired 


I ſhall end this poſtſczipt with obſerving, that when 
the popular preachers can find no other way of ſhewing 
their contempt of the ſimple belief of the truth, as the 
. fole requiſite to juſtification, they call it the farth of dr- 
wit. Yet, however keen the intended reproach be, it 
can have weight with none, but thoſe who are ſwayed 

found inſtead of ſenſe. For, according to the ſerip» 

ture, 
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them in this manner: Feridy 7 ſay unto you, ar- 
cept je be converted, and become as little children, ye Hall not 
eter into the kingdom of heaven. Therefore they who 
made the beit proteſſion of the faith, are till to be 
to repentance, ftill to be put in mind of the ne- 
of converſion. The apoſtles themſelves could 
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faving truth is admitted in the con- 
„it becomes, as it were, a new i» 
encouraging him to draw near to God, 
with an anſwer to the condemning voice 
ich haunted his conſcicnce before, and 
pride of his heart, in the exerciſe of 
ved. By this inſtinct, he is led to 
milk of the word, that he may grow 
be arrives at the proper coufcioutnels and 

of life, when he comes to full age, and by 
his ſenſes exerciſed to dijcern both good and 
ations, commands, and inftitutions 
are directed to conſtiences endued with 

inſtinct, and are, in a peculiar manner, adapted for 
ice thereaf. So the apoſtle Jobn, recommend- 
new commandment of mutual love among Chri- 
1 have not written unto you, becauſe ye know 
„ but becauſe ye know it, and that no lie is of 
The whole Chriſtian church-order was fre- 
cheriſhing this inftinR. this Chriſtians know 
one another. parſe buſineſi, in all 
allemblies, to tortify one another in the knowledge 
love of the truth, in oppoſition to every lie, or left 
be hardened through the deceittulacks of fin. 
ord of the gaihed is aways the gpoot ongrrnays 
which every to working and doing proceeds. 
Here, then, let all the paſſages of ſcripture which call 
for any activity on our part, have their force. And let 
us no more be blindfolded 
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fait gate, r. Lit ns labour therefore to enter into thas 
reſt, tec Work out your own ſabvatic, dr. The apo- 
ſtles deduce every motive to obedience from the truth. 
If they ca. l men to liberality in almſgiving, they 
them of the grace of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, who 
he was rich, became poor, that we through his 
might be enriched. If they exhort them to mutual for. | 
giveneſs, they remind them of the divine forgivenchs for 
Chriſt's ſake. In ſhort, they inforce their exhortations 


F MEPELPALDOFADYT wRgD b 


81 114 14 & 1715 
K ht Nh | 
1 1 fl 1 1 
HE 
. En 5 Fly eli! 
111 ci 11 nl Has a 
2 


F 10er YEE 


101111 — 


A POELTIAS PEO CA DTLUS TACT HED Va 3 L4E I IF BRI a 


F 33959 17221 
4 Is 
3 7735 322 
1110 127 
« | 155 

| : 212 [: 

PH BEN Hake 11111 
2. 2 143 LCA Fg > * 222 
Jo SO RG 
z UTERINE 174231 324831113 


EE 


e 


E 


+ Z 
1 


. 


2 


for. He be the 
ot the 
of love; and 
bears witneſs as the 


always 
—_— 


aw 


— 


* 


uine works 


- 


11 


glad. 


ny 
*$; 


bj 1% 10 
111 92 1 1252 1110 


4 4484 ” eee Freer 


the 
e Holy Gboſ 
1 
e 


RR —— 


Let. VE Tunror and A470 
nor leß than the bare 


what be believed and 


Chriſt, and was 


— Winne 


HII 
1 Mar t a 11 


3 
a g: 
«< 


THT 
1821 


e 15 


RE 


8 


155 


11 


Hr P 


: 1247171111155 
a Ba [ 1111 f Re 1 

5 iz 11 1413 

3 if it 

: HA i 

3 5 11 1 

175 8 12 TH 

a Heft 1115 mg 
: 2 2 14 

: li 111111 lin ih [etl 1 


4 +43 3 12271 1113 


N TA 2 rf 


F 


LETTERS en Let. VL © 


| 


1111 


3 * 


* 


krftige 


— 


| — — 


— — 


of God i 


end.— It is alfo plain, ther GEES of the Spt- 
as the Comforter, is common to thoſe who follow 


faith and 


. j SSTTESS2 65 

1 rg An li 1 

: 11151 
a JR 
E 112115 
f 111 
1 21144 
1 


— — — — 


eesti i 882 


42 LETTERS on Let.VL 


* In the xaos oppolnim ſhow to the Jew bill it 
| how much we are influenced 


AE eit F 


err. 


IJ off 


2 TON RS RS sei OY PREHABaHGr TAG ART 


Let. VI. Tze and A848. 423 
refined appropriation, by reminding them, that they 
n 
deen devoted to him in baptiſm. They likewiſe declare, 
a grant of Chriſt and his benefits 
the members of what they call the 


aiming at it, and thoſe who are careleſs 
the former many comfortable things 
are ſaid, and the latter are abandoned to mere mercy, 


preachers recommend it as an improvement of 
appropriating acts, to put them into form by per- 
covenanting ; and as a further improvement, not 


exbort the people to join in ſome ſhadow of na- 
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engagements or covenants, 
acts of faith? Thus we fe 

* ti <1 ith in 8 iſt or 
faith : yea, they ſeldom fail to do ſo, 


L 
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twixt reformed orthodox Chriſtians, and preſumptuous 
ſif-necked Jews. Yet, if we will attend to the ſerip- 
tures, particularly Paul's epiſtles, we ſhall find, that 
the Jewiſh plea had 9 much every way. 
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4 » 
ip?” Adaring 
another 


would have thought, that his vivaci- 
been checked by his friend's reply, re- 


inſtead of giving a ſerious bearing to this weighty 
he turns it aſide, by telling us, that the a- 


poltle's reaſoning here is like the form ot an inverted cone. 
« Obſerve, of the apoltle's reafon- 
* ing. It i 

you have 

* the iter begins with the leſs, 
* and greater proof. He fays in one of 
the following verles, perceive we the love of 
® Gad, becanſe bs laid doen bis bfr, not merely for fin- 
ners, but for as in particular.— Here, you ſee, is al- 
* furance by the direct act of faith-" 
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« form, 
Spirit 


« reſt.” Pag. 215. 3. 
c perform this | 
ir in our 


mighty power ; yet it is neceſſary that 
1 deavour it ; and that before we can find the Spirit of 


to believe.” - 

Let us next obſerve our author's account of faith, . 
130. © Let it be well obferved, that the reaſon why we 
are to aſſure ourſelves in our faith, that God freely 
« giveth Chriſt and his ſalvation to us particularly, is 
< not, becauſe it is a truth before we believe it; but 
tc becauſe it becometh a certain truth when we believe 
cc jt, and becauſe it will never be true, except we do, 
* in ſome meaſure, perſuade and aſſure ourſelves that it 

is 


iter 
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« is ſo. We have no abſolute promiſe or declaration in 
« ſcripture, that God certainly will, or doth give Chriit 
« and his Galvation to any one of us in particular; nei- 
« ther do we know it to be true already, by ſcripture, 
« or ſenſe, or reaſon, before we affure ourſelves abſo- 
« lutely of it ; yea, we are without Chrilt's ſalvation 
« at preſent, in a ſtate of fin and miſery, under the 
« curſe and wrath of God. Only I ſhall prove, that 
« we are bound, by the command of God, thus to 
« affire ourſelves; and the ſcripture doth ſuſſicient - 
« ly warrant us, that we ſhall not deceive ourſelves in 
« believing a lie, but according to our faith, fo ſhall it 
« be to us, Matth. ix. 29. This is a ſtrange kind of 
« affurance, far different from other ordinary kinds; 
« and therefore no wonder, it it be found weak and im- 
5 and difficult to be obtained, and it be aſ- 
© fuited with many doubtings. We are conſtrained to 
believe other things, on the clear evidence we have 
that they are true, and would remain true, whether 
© we believe them or no ; fo that we cannot deny our 
« affent, without rebelling againſt the light of our ſen- 
« ſes, and reaſon, or conkience. But here our aſſu- 
rance is not im on our thoughts by any evi- 
« dence of the thing, but we muſt work it out in our- 
«* ſelves by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, and 
* we bring our own thoughts into captivity to 
the obedience of Chriſt.” Here is the great whirl- 
pool of the popular dofrine! Here is the grand fecret 
of acturing truth without evidence! But this quo- 
tation is of fo extraordinary a nature, that, in compa- 
ron with it, all remarks upon it mult appear extremely 


inſipid. 

When we have thus, according to our author, wrought 
ourſelves into a new ſtate, or, as is ſuppoſed, out of a 
ſtate of nature into a ſtate of grace, by the curious la- 


* 

the practice of hHolineſs. For, according to 
there is no practice of holinets, but what proceeds 
from the of our ſtate being changed. This 
perſuaſion is his faith. And by this we receive qualifica- 
tions neceſſary for obedience, according to dire@. 2. p. 
15.“ Several endowments and qualifications are neceſ- 

Oo « (ary 
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& fry to enable us for the immediate practice of the 
4 law particularly, we mult have an inc linat ion and 
* ty ot our hearis thereunto ; and therefore we 
& muſt be well perſuaded of our reconciliation with 
& God, and of our tuture enjoyment ot everlaſting 


hea- 
« venly happinels, and of fuficient ſtrength, both to 


& i and perform all duties acceptably, until we come 
© to the enp-yinent of that happincls.” We muſt not 
imagine, for any thing bere ſaid, that the ſerious reader, 
betore he attains to that happy change of ſtate, which 
is the truth afti-med in their faith, is quite deſtitute 
love to God in every ſenſe: for, as the popular doctrine 
is every where double, provided an unconverted 

has a good inclination and propenſity to get the better 
of his bad inclination and propenſity, and to ule all pro- 
per means for that end, he is in a very promiſing way. 
And when once he is ſuppoſed to be, in ſome meaſure, 
ſuccefful, then the happy change is made. He may 
then believe with all treedom. He is then to 


do works properly good in all ſenſes, without any ambi- 


But let us further hear our author himſelf making this 
faith, or perſuaſion of our ſtate being changed, the 
principle of all holineſs. Direct. 12. p. 274. 275- 
« Chriſt himſelf walked in a conſtant of hi 
« excellent ſtate ; he ſet the Lord always before him, 
„ and was perſuaded, that becauſe God was at bis right 
% hand, he ſhould not be moved, Pfal. xvi. 8. How 
* ſhould it be rationally expected, that a man ſhould act 
according to this new ſtate, without affurance that he 
* is in it? Ec. 

How foreign to the ſcripture is this kind of ing! 
The firſt Chriſtians were indeed taught to ſerve God, 


is, believing the fame truth which he believed. They 
were perſuaded of the dignity and excellent ſtate of 
Chriſt, not their own. The worthineſs of the 
that was flain, was the fole ground of i 
dence toward God, the ſole ſpring of all their obedience, 
and all th.ir confolation. But i 
thor, we muſt ſet out in the ſervice of God, from the 
confidence 
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| © This is a very notable device, and of great and extenſive influ- 
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We muſt ſet out from the perſuaſion, that God hath al- 
fiſted us in producing certain good motions in our hearts, 
which we have acquired an excellency above others. 
our obedience is not influenced by what God hath 
teſtified concerning his Son, but by a perſuaſion that we 
are all better than other p:ople. Accordingly our au- 
thor cenſures the ignorance of thoſe who would make a 
boly life to ſpring only from what is believed on teſti- 
mony. Pag 251. Some, ſays he, make no more of 
« ing and walking by faith, than merely a ſtirring up, 
« and encouraging ourſelves to our duty by ſuch prin- 
« ciples as we believe.” Whereas be would have us a- 
nimated thus, p. 273. © Stir up and ſtrengthen yourſelf 
« to perform the duties of holinefs, by a firm perſuaſion 
« of your enjoyment of Jelus Chriſt, and all fpiritual 
« and everlaſting benefits through him.” And to doubt 
about this, is with him the great fin of unhelict . He 
makes no account of the grand things teititcd of Chriſt, 
as any way ſufficient to lead us to holineſs, without a 
good opinion of our own ſtate. In uſing this latter 
principle dextrouſly, conſiſts, according to him, the 


ſure 
myſtery they are going to declare. Pag. 248. & 
„This is the rare and excellent art of in 


ence in the popular doctrine. By this the conſcience itſelf is drawn 
in to be the friendly ſupporter of {c!f conceit. Thus men are taught 
to think it a heaven-daring crime to ſuſpect themſelves of- iſy, 
even when a full conviction of it would be the bergen rg hat 
could befal them, and though ſuch a conviction can do no real harm 
to any man, at any time. All the moſt awful rebukes and declara- 
tions cf the divire difpleaſore, are artfully pointed againſt this ima- 

nary crime. And thus the conſciences of men are Fared as with a 
von, fo as to become utterly impenetrable to the convidtion of 
fin. They are taught to think, that if they ſhould admit what their 
conſcience, or what the divine law hints tv them, they ſhould be guil- 
ty of ile hainous dam ning fia of unbelief. Thus the popular preach- 
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„ expert. The reaſon why many come off with ſhame 
« and confuſion, after they have a long time laboured 
* with zeal and induſtry for the attaipment of true god- 


4 lineks, is, becaule they were never acquainted with this 


holy art, and never endeavoured to practiſe in a right 
« goſpel-way. Some worldly arts are called frier; 
** but above all, this ſpiritual art of godlinefs is wwith- 
* out controverſy @ great myſfery, 1 Tim. iii. 16. becauſe 


** the means that are to be made uſe of in it are deeply 


% myſterious, as hath been ſhewed; and you are not a 
* {kilful artiſt till you know them, and can reduce them 
* to practice Whereas, if once the import of Chriſt's 
reſurrection be underſtood, all the paris of the Chriſtian 
religion appear to have as regular a connection with it, 
as is to be found betwixt any one part of the courſe of 
nature and another. 

This author, with many others of his ſtamp, labour 
much to perſuade his reader, that, without a good opi- 
nion of his ſtate, the bare goſpel can give no comfort, 
ſo can furniſh no motives to love God, and keep his com- 
mandments. Thus the ancient goſpel, which from the 
beginning turned many from idols to ferve the living 
God, is now ſet aſide, to give place to human artifice, 
dreſſed out wich many ſwelling words of vanity. Thus 
all the grand things teflified concerning Jeſus Chriſt the 
Son of God, are made to ferve only as a footſtool for 
human pri 
lection ſhall obtain. 

Now, ſeeing it is the faſhicn to recommend i 
books, I am willing to comply with it for once. It any 
one chuſes to go to hell by a devout path, rather than 
by any other, let him ſtudy to form his heart on any 


one of theſe four famous treatiſes, Mr Guthrie's rial of 


a ſaving interefl in Chriſt, Mr Marſhall's go/ſpel-myftery 
fſandification, Mr Boſton's man nature in its fo 

fate, and Dr Doddridge's ie and progreſs of religion in 
the foul. If any profane perſon, who deſires to be con- 
ver ted, ſhall take pains to enter into the ſpirit of theſe 
books, it will be eaſy to ſhew, from the New Tefla- 
ment, that he thereby becomes twofold more the child 
of hell than he was befoie. If none of theſe four are at 


haud, he may, without travelling far, eafily read 
or 


Yet, however many be blinded, the e- 
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therein, let him read the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the acts of the apoſtles, recorded by the four evange- 
lifts. Would he be (kilful in diſtinguiſhing the ancient 
goſpel from all counterfeits, and fo expert in fighting the 
good fight of faith, let him read Paul's epiſtles. Would 
he know what is pure and undefiled religion before God, 
in diſtinction from idle talking about it. let him read 

Would he learn fobriety of mind, and patience 
in ſuffering for the truth, and have his veneration for 
the greateſt, names in the Antichriſtian world abated, let 
him read Peter and Jude. Would he be ſatisfied, that 
his ſpiritual joys are not the joys of the hypocrite, but 
that they ariſe from fellowſhip with the true God, fo 
are the ſure pledges and real beginnings of lite eternal, 
let him read the epiſtles of John. Would he know the 
true ſtate and appearance of the kingJom of God in this 
world, and the world to come, and fo have his mind 
ified againſt all modern dreams, viſions, and prophe- 
cies, let him read the Revelations of the laſt mentioned 
apoſtle. Would he have a fafe and authentic com- 
mentary on the Old Teſtament, to prevent his being im- 
poſed upon by the deceitful gloſſes of ancient or modern 
2 


let him conſult all theſe apoſtolie writings toge - 


E may now to take notice of the origin 
ing of all practical errors as to the Chriſtian reli - 
gion. any conſideration, beſide or along with the 
kcrifice of Chriſt, be admitted into one's faith, or held 
requiſite for his juſtification before God, that confidera- 


What fort of converſions are produced and encouraged by the 
popular doctrine, Ar oe ph ner ge nog 
ed, Hiſtorical cullectians, relating to remarkable perinds of the ſucce/s of 
the goſpel, and eminent inſtruments employed in promoting it. The ſe- 
cond volume is titled along the top of the pages, The ſucceſs of the g- 
el in the 18th century. It is at preſent a point of zeal among devour 

to enter into concerts for prayer, for the promoting of fuch 
nverlions as are there 


Ooz tion, 


22 
faith, or one 
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Jeſus Chriſt. 
character, whi 


imitating it, evidently tells a lie, as the ſcripture every 
where afhrms. 

Every practical error, then, in the of Chri- 
ſtianity, proceeds from fome miſtake about the. one 
thing needful. It would be endleſs to take notice of e- 
very particular miſtake, and the practical error that fol- 
lows upon it. Yet ſome are very glaring. 

Many truſting in themſelves, that they are more emi» 
nent ly godly than others, look down with a folewn 
pride on the reſt of mankind, and are greatly e cv ura- 
ped in this pride by their teac lers. Whereas the mem» 

ers of one Chriſtian church eught to have the ſan e love 
one towards another; yet n any + re encouraged to lock 


down on their feen s, in ihe lame commumnien, 25 un- 
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are ſeriouſly intent on the purſuit of wealth, are led to 
conſider that avarice, which reſtrains them equally from 
liberality in the works of mercy, as from expenſive plea- 
ſures, as a Chriſtian virtue. 


: Tit. wi. 1. Put them in mind tale ſab jd to prin- 

cipalities and pow eri, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to © 

very good work, to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, 

but gentle, ſuewing all meckneſi unto all men ; for ue dur 

were femerimes ful, diſebedient, deceived, ſer- 

ng divers and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and bating one another. 

The devout people are likewiſe taught, by the help 
of an ingenious diſtinctĩion, with great coufidence to re- 
fume the ancient prayer of the Phariſee. Mr R. Er- 
Kine, in a ſermon on Plal. ci. 1. called, The militants ſong, 
7 33- encourages his hearers to reioice, © when, /ays 
* be, ye are helped to fay thankfully, what the Phari- 
4 ſee ſaid bouſtingly, The Lord be thanked that I am not 
* as other men” But how comes the preacher thus to 
reproach the Pharilec, as praying v ith a wore dip fi- 
don than his own bearers? The Pharilee (pos e hot a 
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And thus might I ſpeak of every precept of Jeſus 
Chriſt that has nothing but the weight of his authority 
to enforce it ; yet if any one preſumes to treſpaſs fo far 
on the public decorum, as frankly to profeſs himſelf an 
unbeliever, the devout will be apt to ſtare at 
him as a kind of monſter. But whatever diſlike they 
have to what they call i»fide/:ty, they hate the ancient 

pel much more. | 
Not a few poſſeſſed of the laſt-mentioned zeal are 
keen for perſecution, fo ſoon as it ſhall be in their power, 
and complain greatly of the toleration granted by the 
preſent goverument. Theſe act a couſiſtent part in de- 
claiming bitterly agiinſt every thing that o their 
withed-for uniformity. But why ſhould the lovers of 
our preſent happy government, the friends of tolera- 
tion and public liberty, murmur at the natural conſe- 
aces of that liberty? But more eſpecially, why 
Chriſtians complain whatever ſhape the world 

on, while they have liberty to follow their own re- 

Egon Is it not their buſineſs to live quietly ; to pray 
for, and do good to all men as they have opportunity ; 
i over none, and to hate even 

themſelves over any of man- 
religious devotion ? Thus 
will beſt recommend their religion to the attention 
others. Thus they will imitate him, of whom it was 
faid, He fall not firive, nor cry, neither ſhall any man 
bear his voice in the flireets: a bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, 
and ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench, &c Two very fit em- 
blems for the appearance ot his kingdom in the world *. 
I may add here, that it is a common thing with reli- 


light or lamp, and a rod or ſceptre, are 
i as ſigns of 105 al power and dominion. And no ſigus could 
be more fitly choſen for the outward - weakly appearance of ſuch 
er, than 2 bruiſed reed for a ſcegtre, and a ſmoking wick or 
apparent] _ be extinguiſhed. Agrecably 

or * 1 Pr 
royalty, in order to infult his pretenſions, gave him a r a 
22 tank. he 
his ſmote him on the head. But the day ap- 
when the bruiſed reed ſhall become a rod cf iron, and the 
fmoking flax a flaming fire, and all other kingdoms and eſtabliſhments 
be quenched as tow. 
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But we are not to imagine, that the preachers of this 
grace are content with the proſpect of being i 
after death. They generally incline to leave their edi- 


ture. I do not fay they magnify it expreſily in 


tion to the witten word. This would never do; for 
the credit of the ſcripture muſt ſtill be maintained, f as 
1 foundation and 
fe ”» - 


«© fam thou wouldſt that all thy iniquities ſhould be 
«© ken from thee to be laid upon him. 


bee the two volumes of his fermons publiſhed two years 280 by 
6 bt 


Dr Gill, vol. 2. p. 133. 
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« jet him come. Have 2 a mind to come, and 
. take him, coming and taking is your ſecurity ®.” 
nates Reman, on John vi. 37. 4nd him that cometh 
to me, I <wwill in no wife caſt ant: he proceeds thus: I 
« ſay, ſuppoſe a perſon to be in the worſt condition 
« you can imagine, ſingle out the vileſt man in the 
« world, c.; — ſuch a perſon as this, and continuing 
« to this very inſtant, now before the Lord as he was 
« before, without any change and alteration in the 
« world until this time ; ſuppoſe ſuch a perſon ; by this 
« text it appears {o manifeſt, that if the Lord do but 
« grant, and hath but put a willingneſs and readineſs 
« of ſpirit into this man , that Chriſt he would have, 
« if it might appear he might have him; if his heart 
« do but fay, I would have him, all that ſinfulneſo, 


7 At this place Dr Gill has the following note. Here ke 
4 clearly the Doctor ſuppoſes willingneſs and readineſs of ſpirit to 
* come to Chriſt put into 44 which is owing to 
and grace thus making willing; and fuch a foul will never be re- 
Gy Tie dn de ever fo vide 

b Vol. 1. p. 341.342 . 

| Ibid. p. 343. 
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that where God makes no difference as to the commu- 
nic at ion of his favour, we can make none in the ex- 


without being guilty of withfanding 
God. "When Peter beheld God fetting 


ence which he formerly made great account of, yea 
much more than of that betwixt infants and adult per- 
tons, he realoned like a ſober - minded man, li hat was / 
e is a man of 
eat conſequence, no one of Deity's am- 
Palldors, if we will take his woed for it. 
I am rather ſurpriſed to find, that a claſs of 


hom | am juſt going to mention, — — 


imdided the very of the 
I have ſeen A collection of 1 
church of Chriſt meeting in near Or- 
« ford market, and other churches in fellowſhip with 
© them.” By way of introdudftion to the hymas, we 
have a ſummary of principles, ſubſcribed by Willem 
Cudworth, and titled thus: * The united principles of 
++ the church of Chriſt for whom theſe bymos are col- 
the ſubſtance of thoſe maintained by 
Erftines, and the Seceding miniſters in 
„ Scetiand, agrecable to the ſcripture, and all old Pro- 
teſtant divines.” Here we fee what names 
M. eutcendiig tab creed, inſtead of thoſe 
of the apoſtles. 

I hall here quote a few ſentences from this ſummary. 
« And as to ner to come to, or believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
a worthy miniſter well obſerves as follows : © If thou 
«© haſt a will to embrace him, the i 
<< ver; for there lies the principal ftop, 
<< ants me that ye have hfe. 
„ the will, be gives alſo to ds of bis oxun good 
Hias ſermons, vod. l. p. 188.“ And again, © Strength 
2 * and to believe in Chriſt for 
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ſtrength to do ſomething toward their juſtification. 
Here we ſee their notion of faith and of grace. | 
I ſhall copy a few more of the words which the au- 
thor of the ſummary proceeds to quote: Let us fow 
« the ſeeds; I mean, let us ſtore our minds with the 
1 and precious truths of God, and acquaint our - 
« falves wit thoſe things which are to be believed, as 
« they are laid before us in the oracles of the ſcriptures 
« of truth. Think upon Chriſt's ſuretyſhip, and ſubſti- 
ec tution in our room, &c,— Theſe are ſome of the ma- 
4 terials of faith; faith comes by hearing of theſe 
things, and by thinking and ineditating upon them. 
«© You have as good ground to expect the power of the 
« Spirit of faith in this way and method, as ever they 
© of old had to look tor the celeſtial fire to come down 
« and conſume their ſacriſices, as a teſtimony of the di- 
© vine acceptance, when they had, according to the 
« command of God, done what was incumbent on 
© them in preparing their materials . ——_ 
M0 41ve 


N te Gap IE 
whence Mr Cudworth brings the above quotation. Although the 
« act of ſaving faith be the cfſe&t of the divine power and grace, yet 
it is in the power of nature, by a common concourſe, to and 
* ſtore the mind with thoſe things which are the ſeed of faith. The 
* huſbandman, though he cannot make one grain of corn to grow, 
« yet he can and fow his ground; and when he has done his 
* part, he icaves the feed under the clod, and looks up to heaven for 
* the waterings of the former and latter rains: and accordingly God, 
for ordinary, crowns his endeavours with ſucceſs, making the hea- 
vens to licar the carth, and the earth to hear the corn, whereby it 
* brings forth ten, twenty, or an hundred fold. So here, let us do 
* what is incumbent on us, and what we have power in an ordiriary 
* way to do: let us ſow the ſeeds; I mean, let us ſtore our minds 
* with the pu:e and precious truths of God, and acquaint ourſelves 
* with thoſe things which are to be believed, as they are laid before 
us in the holy oracles of the ſeript ures of truth; and, having thus 
© laid in the ſeed into the ground or foil of our hearts, let us look 
* heavenward, and wait for a ſhower of the Spirit's influences, accor- 
* ding to that word of grace or promiſe, If. Av. 3. I will pour wa- 
© ter on the thirſty, and floods upou tve dry ground. You know, they 
* that offercd ſacrifices of vid, though they could not make fire come 
4 down from heaven to conſume the t Heritices; yet they could 
« fetch the bullock out of the ſtall, or the lamb out of the fold; 
> ay eculs being it to the akar, and bind 6 with cords toths heens 
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nasse 
doctr ine, Mr Romaine, 


ly intreaties, prevail with you to rouſe up, and 
look into your own hearts, and to examine 
I ſtate and condition ? cannot I ? 


«© turn a deaf ear to me; 
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dit muſt ſound ſtrange to them to talk of the neceſſity 
« of doing what they have no deſire to do.” 
However much this doctrine may be ridiculed by thoſe 
who, led more by found than by ſenſe, miſtake it for 
— r 


- 
belp them? Who can, pretend to undeceive them? 
They have already all advantages. They lack no 


be ignorant, let him be ignorant. Let the blind 
the blind, and every man ſtand to his own hazard. 
By comparing the doctrine of the gentlemen now 
quoted, one may have a very good notion of the difler- 
ence betwixt ancient Chriſtianity, and that which is 
conſidered by many devout people as the beſt form of 
the modern. 


Brok I conclude this letter, I would take fome 
notice of the apoſtolic account of charity, which I have 
hitherto rather referred to in general, than conſidered 
particularly. Charity is a found acceptable to all ; and 


all contending parties are ready to reproach each other 


with the want of it. But perhaps no expreſſion is more 
conſtantly uſed in oppoſit ion to the apoſtolic ſenſe of it 

than this. | 
Paul gives us the moſt particular deſcription of it in 
his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. xiii. After ba- 
ving ſhewn, that all gifts and virtues wherein 2 man 
| may 
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centre of the joy of 
char is fellowſhip with the true God 
Yea, if we take in the notion of Deity which the 
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ſeripture is writ to exhibit, we muſt fay, that the love 
manifeited in the atonement, is the only true God; 
and that there is no God beſides that love. 2 
can we perceive the propriety of the apoſtle John 
words, He that leveth not, knowweth not G; — 
Hie that dwelleth in love, dxvelleth in God, and God 
And he fums up all that he hath to' fay of 
happineſs, in one idea, in the cloſe of his e- 
the true God and eternal life. 

of Chriſt, with the glory by which 
crowned, are known to us only by report. 
wit 7 Noe = ep grave, is the love of that 
So Pe © Chrilt, fays, Whem ha- 
© OO ir bn, tengo ere 
e yo vom with joy unſpeakable, ard full 


ts in the character of the true God 


TRAD: 
11 


100 


for the truth's ſake . them.— Cherie has a 
facred regard tor all the inſtitutions of worſhip deliver- 
ed in the New Teſtament, as baptiim, the Lord's day, 
and the ſeveral ordinances wherein the firſt Chriſtians 
continued ſtedfaſtly on that day; as all theſe have the 
truth evidently ſtamped upon them, and ſerve to bring 
it to remembrance, 442 the happineſs re- 
ſulting from it. But it has no regard to any inftitu- 
tions of worſhip founded ou the traditions or command- 
meuts of men, though authoriſed by the grandeſt aſſem- 
blies on earth.—Charity is well affected to the great 
commandment of Jeſus Chrſſt, Lowe one another, as 1 have 
loved you ; and to all the ſervices and expreſſions of that 
love appointed in the New Teſtament, however ridicu- 
lous in the eyes of the world. But it has no reverence 
for the rules of holiueks deviſed and held in high repute 
by this or the other reli party.—In a word, cha- 
1. ——— parties, but it 

2 veneration for the ſtatutes of the king- 
heaven, which all ſerve to promote ri 
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Boos about what are the fundamentals, or wherein does 
313 conſiſt. But thoſe who would gain 


charity, chuſe to hold by the 
I particular explications 


B Each as poſſible. Hence the pleaſure ſome fawning 


ſpeaking of our common Chriſtianity. 


call it P1ETY TOWARD THE GODS. is pie 
ſhall find is the hinge of modern charity. For modern 
charity is not fo much concerned about what character 
is drawn for the Deity, or what God one worſhips, as 
that every one worſhip his own God decently, ſeriouſly, 
or with „ without ſpeaking difreſpeAfally of that of 
ö This charity as far as it has hitherto 
» is as much Qed to the ancient 
25 the old uniformity was. And ſhould the y in- 
rr 
2 or, acc to ſcripture-ſtyle, to ga- 
4 4 kings of the cart and their armies, as they 
y gathered together in behalf of uniformity ; 
then the lovers of the truth may expect to feel t 
of its vengeance, unleſs Heaven ſeaſonably inter- 
for their relief : for as the love of the truth will al- 


and Chriftian religions. I ſhall. 
2 — in wel. 2. book 2. 5 6. 5. 


world having early imbibed this inve- 
concerning int ercommunĩty of wor- 
were but too much accuſtomed to new re- 
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